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To the PUBLIC. 



'T H E peijuries of M*=Daniel and 
* his crew having raifed a ftrong 
prepoileflion againft thieftakers in 
general, it feems proper at this tinie 
to publifh a few fadts, relating to the 
real and ufeful thieftakers, where- 
by the public may be enabled to 
diftinguiOi between thofe who de- 
fervc to be confidered with regard 
and cftetf^m, and thofe who are moft 
juftly the objects of contempt and 
indignation. As this is one of the 
principal ends of the following nar- 
rative, with which the plan I have pro- 
poled for preventing robberies within 
twenty miles of London is naturally 
conneded, and on which, indeed, 

the 



To the P U B L I C. 

the fbccc^ thereof depends ; I doubt 
not but it will be received with can- 
dour' by tjint .public,, wjbjole tn|e in- 
tereft will ever be the conftant 
view . of, . 
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^Their inejl fakhfal humble Servant^ 
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INTRODUCTION. 

AS the meithod which I here intend to 
lay before the public, in order to 
prevent highway robberies within 
twenty miles of London, is founded on the 
fame principles with that made ufe of in 
town, viz. quick notice and fudden pur- 
fuit ; and as both will generally he executed 
by the fame inftruraents, namely, the real 
thieftakers ; it will, I apprehend, be ne- 
ceffary to give fome account of their efta-^ 
biifhment, and of the means by which they 
were reduced to a regular body. 

The v^inter after the late Heziry Fielding 
Efq; came to Bow-Street, the town was 
infefted by a daring gang of robbers, who 
attacked feveral perforis of fafhioh, and gave 
a general alarm through the City and the 
liberty of Weftminfter ; and as that magi-= 
ftr^te then enjoyed a good {hate of health, he 
fpirited up the civil power, and fcnt feveral 
bodies of conftables, with the advantage of 
having Mr. Welch at their head, into dif- 
ferent parts of the town, by whofe bravery 
and adivity thofc difturbers of the peace were 
quickly apprehended and brought to juftice : 
dnd though, the year after, moft of thefe 
conftables were out of office, yet fome of 
fhem, being aftuated by a truly public fpirit 
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againft thieves, and being encouraged by the 
faid magiftrate, continued their diligence, 
and were always readv, on being fummoned, 
to go in purfult of villains. The next win- 
ter furniflied them with fufficient occafions 
to try their courage ; when Mr, William 
Pent low and Mr. Peele, then conftables, par- 
ticularly diftinguifhed themfelves, having 
taken one Lewis in a very remarkable man- 
ner, by whofe information the whole gang 
was apprehended. The keeper of New 
Prifon dying foon after, the juflices, as a 
reward for Mr* Pentlow's public fervices, 
gave him that place, which he has, now ea- 
joyed four years, and in that time has 
brought feveral villains to juftice, and ftill 
continues to ad: with fuch vigilance, that 
no longer ago than laft feflions, he was 
honoured with the thanks of the juflices 
at Hicks's-Hall, for his bravery in attack- 
ing, aflifted by Mr. Gee a conftable, the 
notorious Burk and Gill, even though Mr. 
Pentlow and Gee were unarmed, and Burk 
and Gill had each a piftol in his hanid, 
one of which was fired in Mr. Gee's fece* 

This encouragement of merit induced fe-* 
veral conftables and other perfons to fcrve 
the public in th^ fame way : and as foon as 
Mr. Fielding was enabled by the govern- 
ment to put his plan in execution, whatever 
conftables appeared willing to go on thefe 
hazardous enterprizes^ were occafionally em- 
ployed. 
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ployed, together with a fet of brave fellows, 
who had before entered the lift ; to whofe 
fervices the public is much indebted* All of 
thefe had ferved the office of conftable, ex- 
cept one, a Marfhalfea-court officer, and con- 
fequently ufed to the apprehending of com- 
mon debtors, who are generally of the de- 
fperate kind i fo that the real thieftakers 
muft all have been houfckeepers, and repu- 
table ones too, otherwife they could not 
have been norhinated to ferve the office of 
conftable in their refpeiSivc parWhes : and 
as often as the year comes round, and they 
are difcharged from their offices, fdme of 
the braveft of theni generally enter the other 
lift, and are ready on -ftll oocafions to obey 
the diredions of the a<3:ing magiftrate. 

Now when it is confidered> that by thi 
means the adling magiftrate, befides having 
the whole civil power within his jurifdidioa, 
at command, can everyday, upon notice given 
of any robbery, outrage, or other violence 
coitimitted, call together a numbet of fuch 
JJraVe and reputable men, always ready to 
purfue and attack the moft daring villain, a 
real thieftaker muft be eftcemed a valuable 
fervant of the fociety. Let ua only look 
back oil that terrible Ir jfti gang, confifting 
of thirteen perfons, which ihfefted the town 
about the time that Lord Harrington's cook 
was murdered, and recblieit that all thefe 
villains were brought to juftice by the real 

B 2 tbkC- 
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thieftakers, all perfons who had fcrved the 
office of conftable : that the great Mr. 
Parry, who had ftruck terror into all the 
fquares about St. James's, fell a vidim to 
the refolution of thefe men, as did feveral 
other ftreet-robbers afterwards ; and laftly, 
Wahb, Armftrong, Courtney, and the two 
■^ defperadoes Gill and Burk : that the per- 
fons who fhot at and wounded Colonel 
Schutz, were taken by a pickt party of 
conftables, who feized the bold Mr. Flem- 
ing, and feveral others for the highway. 

r ' 

This, therefore, may ferve to (hew, that 
fo long as the fpirit of the civil power is 
preferved by proper encouragements, the 
public will never want fuch thieftakers as 
one would wifh ftiould be employed ; and 
though now and then a fingle ftrcet-robber or 
houfe-breaker may be fuccefsful, yet it will 
be always impoflible for a number of them to 
form themfelvc^ into a gang. 

Indeed, it was the advantages received 
by thde perfons, as the juft rewards of their 
dilig^te^ that tempted McDaniel and , hi? 
hellifh crew, to proftitute the ufeful employ- 
ment of a thieftaker, to the procuring both 
public and private rewards, at the iSiamcful 
and ihocking price of innocent blood. 

' . .1 

And that the fubfcrlptions, raifed by the 
gentlemen about Londop to prevent rol>- 

beries. 
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beries, -addfed to this temptation, is clear 
from the fcheme pradlifed in relation to the 
fham jobbery committed on Salmon at 
Blackheath, 

To remove this temptation, by altering 
the nature of the fubfcriptions, is the inten- 
tion of the foltewing propofal. 

But before I open it, as I have men- 
tioned M^Daniel and his gang, I take the 
liberty to affure the world that neither he. 
Berry, Salmon, Egan or Blee, were ever 
to my knowledge eriiployed by my late bro- 
ther, or myfelf, in any fhape whatever j 
nay, fo far from it, that I remember this 
very M^Daniel came fome years ago wounded 
to my brother, and fwore he had been rob- 
bed and {hot at by two perfons whom he 
produced 5 and though he fwore pofitively 
to them and the faft, yet that magiftrate 
conceived fo ill an opinion of the profe- 
cutor in the courfe of his examination, that 
the prifoners, though charged with a ca- 
pital offence, were both admitted to baiJ^ 
to the great fatisfacSion of his grace the late 
duke of Richmond, and fcveral gentlemen 
then prefent, and were afterwards acquitted 
at the Old Bailey. • - 

Another circumftance that may ferve to 
fhcw the very hsA opinion which Mr. Fieid- 

9 ing 
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ing had conceived of thefe people was, th« 
this very Blee, who was evidence againft 
M<^DanieI and the reft, came to Mr. Field- 
ing, foon after His Majefty's proclamation 
of an hundred pounds for the apprehend- 
ing of ftreet-robbers was publiftied, and of- 
fered to make an information, nay, brought 
an information drawn up, in which it was 
fet forth, that M^Daniel and others had ob- 
tained two hundred and eighty' pounds, as 
rewards for hanging two innocent men ; 
and the reafon he gave for making this in- 
formation was, ^^ that they had ufed him 
ill :" but Mr. Fielding had fo very bad an 
opinion of Blee and his accomplices, that 
he ordered the former to be turned out of 
his houfe, and would have nothing to do 
with the latter. But when he laid his plan 
to prevent robberies before the right honour- 
able the Privy Council, he gave the wicked- 
jiefs of this particular fet of men as a reafon 
againft the publifhing any future rewards, by 
way of proclamation, for the apprehending 
of thieves, in order to take away from thefe 
wretches their only temptation to pefjury 
and murder. . Indeed it was owing to this 
reprefentation, that thefe kind of rewards 
have not been publiftied fince> except in one 
inftance only. 

Having thus (hewn the caufe and means 
of forming a regular body of real and honeft 

thief- 
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thicftakers, I proceed to a fcheme natu- 
rally conneded therewith, and dependant 
upon it, namely. 
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ROBBERIES 



Within Twenty Miles of London. 

'npHAT there are more highway robbe- 
^ ries committed in one year within 
twenty miles of London^ than in any other 
part of the kingdom, or perhaps in the 
whole kingdom befides, will, I believe, be 
allowed ; and that not one in a hundred of 
thefe robbers are taken in the fad, is no lefs 
aftonifhing than true ; efpecially when we 
confider that, within this diftance from Lon- 
don, there is fcarce a mile without a town 
or village, and that there are always num- 
bers of people pafling and repaffing on thefe 
public roads. Were there any poflibility of 
thefe pages living longer than an advcrtife- 
mcnt, 1 am afraid I fhould hardly be be- 
lieved 
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lieved in the following true ftory; but, luckily 
for me, the chief aftor in the fcene is now- 
alive. A captain of the guards was fome- 
time ago robbed on Hounflow Heath in 2L 
poft-chaifc, and the moment the highway- 
man left him, dilengaged one of the horfes, 
and purfued the robber ; And who will be- 
lieve it ? though he drove him through a 
public town at noon-day, crying out high^ 
wayman ! highwayman ! both being in full 
view of the populace, yet no one join'd the 
purfuit, more than if all the inhabitants hiad 
been interefted in the highwayman's efcape. 
That thcfe kind of robberies have been very 
frequent, and. very difagrceable to the ^^^ 
tlemen who live at a fmall diftance from 
town, will appear from the pains they have 
taken, and the many fiibfcriptions they have 
fet on foot, to caufe thefe highwaynien to 
be apprehended -, but, very unluckily, fuch 
fubfcriptions, inftead of being an encourage-;^ 
nient to honeft men, of bold and daring 
Ipirits, to purfue, attack^ and apprehend 
robbers, have been a temptation to a body of 
villains, who diigrace human nature, to con- 
trive robberies, and to make robbers, in 
order to deftrpy the latter for the fake of 
the. re^ya^d^ like their mafter, the devil 
himfelf, who firft tempts to fin, then pu- 
nifties, and laftly, feafts on the wickednefs 
liehas occafioned. » 

I be- 
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■ . . . . ■ . . 

1 believe, when thefe fubfcriptions were 
firft propofed, it was not thought there were 
men capable of converting them to fuch 
abominably fhameful and horrid purpofes : 
but as that is become an evil which was in- 
tended as a remedy, and the remedy is grown 
worfe than the difeafe, I have taken the li- 
berty to offer a fmall alteration in thefe fub- 
fcriptions, which would, I apprehend, make 
them fully anfwer the end propofed, and put 
them out of the reach of abufe. 

But it may perhaps be thought proper 
prcvioufly to eftablifti the following fadts, viz. 
I ft. That thofe pcrfons whp rob upon the 
highway, within twenty miles of London, 
fet out from thence for that purpofe ; 2dly, 
That they ride hired horfes -, 3dly, That 
they retire thither for ftielter ; 4thly, That 
they arc generally taken in town ; and laftly, 
that there is a plan fixt in town, and fup- 
ported by the government, for the appre- 
hending of robbers i in which, if the pub-* 
lie do but perform their part, by giving im- 
mediate notice of any robbery to that ma- 
giftrate, who, from experience of its ufe, 
daily foHcits it by a ftanding advertifement, 
it muft be impoffible for villains ever to efcape 
jufticc long. The public are defired once 
more to take notice, that thofe perfons who 
are entruftcd with the extcution of this plan, 

C and 
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and are commonly ftilcd thieftakers, are all 
of them houfekcepers, men of tried cou- 
rage, pickt from among the peace-officers ; 
and moreover, that the moment any one of 
them commits an a<a either of cruelty or 
iiijufticie, he is immediately discharged by the 
magiftrate from the office of thieftaker, and 
never admitted again. 

There are two circumftances relating to 
'th?fe perfons, equally deferving of attention, 
as they render them the propereft people in 
the world for the purpofe, viz. ift, As they 
have been conftables before they were thief- 
takers, and have been called tipon by the 
magiftrates to fearch houfes of bad fanie, 
and take up idle and diforderly perfons, they 
are by that means become acquainted with the 
bad part of the populace, and their houfes 
of refort : in a word, every man that feems 
to drefs above his circumftances, that occa- 
iionally mixes in alehoufes, and whofe way 
of living is not known, never mifles being in* 
quired after by the perfons above mentioned. 
The fate of Fleming, the late highwayman, 
who was fuppofed to have fubfifted three or 
four years by the road, is a proof of die 
truth of this obfervation; for it was a de- 
fcription of his way of life, told as matter 
of converfation to Mr. Pentlow, keeper of 
New Prifon, that was the occafipn of his 
being apprthended. 2dly, As magiftrates 

are 
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are often obliged to admit a robber as an 
evidencei In order to apprehend the gang, 
who, after the conviftion of his confede- 
rates, is conftantly difcharged, and as con- 
ftantly returns to his former courfes 3 fuch an 
evidence, I fay, being firft apprehended ci- 
ther by the conftable or thieftaker, is con- 
fequently well known to them, and their 
eye is always upon him, expeding, as it ge- 
nerally happenS) that by the next fe(lions 
after the execution of his comrades, he 
wiU becomie the captain of a g^ng of his 
own raifing* Indeed, after a man has ap«^ 
peared at the Old Bailey as an evidence, be 
does not, when he is difcharged, find a 
very eafy admiffion amoog the induftrious 
part of fociety j and the motive of his turn- 
ing evidence being rather th6 fear of death 
than remorfe for his guilt, there is very little 
hope of his reformation under the circutn- 
fiances abovemcnticMded^ ^ To thi^ may be 
addedi that comnGK>nly' the greateft roguib iit 
the gang turns cfvidence. Is it not a pity 
then, that there is not fome provifion made 
for thefe outcafts, in order to prevent tl:>eir 
doing farther mifchief themfelves, after they; 
have ferved the public by difcovering other 
criminals ? I am of opinion that if, inftead 
of; being pardoned, they were to be tranf- 
ported for a certain term, to break them of 
their haunts, and to inure them to ai life of 
labow ', nay, if they were to be font abroad 

C 2 for 
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for life, it would be an equals if not a 
greater inducement to them to impeach 
their accomplices. 

r 

Now as to the plan which I have to pro- 
pofe : 

Let any number of gentlemen, for in- 
ftance twenty, whofe country houfes arc 
fituated at different diftances, from five to 
twenty miles from London, fubfcribc two 
guineas each, which makes the fum of forty 
guineas, to be lodged in the hands of one of 
the fubfcribers, whom they (hall appoint 
treafurer. Let this money be fubjed: to 
the draughts of all the fubfcribers, as they 
fhall feverallv have occafion to employ it ; 
and if any highway robbery be committed 
in the neighbourhood of any of thefe fub- 
fcribers, let the firft that hears of it obtain 
an cxad: defcription of the robber, his horfc, 
(if he had one) and whatever is taken from 
the perfon robbed : this let him put in writ- 
ing, always adding, if poffible, the name 
and place of abode of the party robbed j for 
it fometimes happens, when a highwayman 
is apprehended, that the profecutor not being 
to be found, the former efcapes juftice, and 
is let loofe again upon the public. Next let 
a man and horfe be immediately hired, and 
difpatched to Mr. Fielding, in Bow-Street, 
Covent-Garden, with full authority to that 

gen- 
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gentleman to advertife the fame in what* 
manner he thinks proper, and to receive of 
the treafurer of the fubfcription the expence 
of the advertifements. Mean time let the 
meffenger communicate to all the bye ale- 
houfes, public inns, and turnpikes in his 
way to and from London, the faid robbery, 
with a verbal defcription of the man and 
horfe: the more fuddenly and quickly this 
notice is given, the furer is the fuccefs. 
On the meflenger's returning to the fub^ 
fcriber who fent him, and producing a tefti- 
mony from the juftice of his having deli- 
vered to him the faid defcription, and fctting 
forth the hour of his arrival in town-, the 
fubfcriber fhall give the meffenger a draught 
upon the treafurer for fuch a fum of money, 
as he fhall think his time, trouble, dili- 
gence, and expedition deferve : and on fuch 
ofccafions honeft men will always be 
found ready enough, on being paid for their 
trouble, without any other reward, to go 
on fuch a meffage, though, perhaps, they 
would not chufe to run any hazard of their 
perfons by attacking a rogue in defperate 
circumftances. ^ Nay, it has often happened 
to my brother and myfelf, that by beftowing 
a (liilling or half a crown on a meffenger, 
without which he would not have ftir- 
xedoneftep, more fcrvice has been done 
to the public, than has accrued from 
a4vertifing rewards of an hundred pounds ; 

but 



but when notice is given immediately^ the 
expences on the firil inftance are triflings 
and the meffenger, the informer, and ap- 
prehender are. three different perfonsj all 
equally ufeful, but the two firft are the 
cheapeft, becaufe the leaft dangerous offices/ 
And if any fubfcriber fliould hear that high- 
waymen, houfebVeakers, or any other fpecie% 
of robbers, lie lurking in his neighbour- 
hood, let him hire a fufficient number of 
perfons to purfue and apprehend him or 
them, and pay them by draughts on the 
treafurer as .before: but this, perhaps, in 
the country he might find fome difficulty 
to do. \ 

There is one thing that would, in fome 
refpeft, make this plan perfect, and in whicb^ 
a very large body of men in this nxetropolis 
might render themfelves very ufeful to fa- 
dety I I mean the pawnbrokers, alehouie- 
keepers, and ftable*keepers who let horie»- 
to hire. There is, indeed, no authority to 
oblige thefe perfons to perform their parts \ 
yet I ffiould imagine, that when they come 
to confider that their own reputation, or^ 
what is ffill of more weight, their in^ 
tereft, is highly concerned in their being 
adive in this fchemc, they would do the 
fame things for their particular benefit, 
which the law requires every individual to 
do for the good of the whole. There is no^ 

thing 
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thing more true than that thefe perfons, 
nay, indeed, all perfons, ad: with a view to 
dheir own intereft, and that their differing 
in opinion arifcs from their miftaking, not 
ncgiefting, that intereft. Firft, as to pawn- 
brokers, it would be needlefs to mention the 
inconveniencies they fuffer from taking in 
ftolen goods ; and I am Aire it would be un- 
neceffary to tell them, that when a fhoc- 
black brings a diamond ring to pawn, there 
is great reafon to fufpecft he did not come 
honeftly by it. I fhall therefore confine my- 
felf to that part of their conduft, in which 
they are fuppofed to be leaft on their guard, 
in order to remedy an error they frequently 
fall into, from the fear of having adlions 
brought againft them. With refpedt to this, 
I would have every pawnbroker know, that 
wherever there is fufficient caufe to ftop 
goods on fufpicion of their being ftolen, 
the very fame caufe will juftify their ftopping 
the party, and carrying him before a juftice ; 
tod that the latter without the former, is 
not only ufelefs, but unwarrantable ; and I 
fliould ever advife this praftice in pawn- 
brokers, 'till any one fhews me he has fuf- 
fered by it. But, as the remedy of one 
evil often begets another, fo has it happened. 
in this cafe y for fome pawnbrokers having 
lately ftopt fevcral watches that had been 
taken by ftreet-robbers, and on the highway, 
this has taught the thieves to be more cun- 

7 nia^. 
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ning, and to fell their watches and other 
goods to wandering Jews, who, to do them 
juftice, will buy any thing they can get a 
penny by, though they faw it ftolen but the 
very moment before. . The late ftrect-robbers 
generally left their watches at alehqufes for 
their reckqning, and when once they were 
pledged there, they were obliged to cat and 
drink them out. To the alehoufe-keepcrs, 
therefore, I would fpeak one word, as the 
good government of the common people de- 
pends greatly on the regulation of their 
houfes : and indeed I wonder, that as keep- 
ing an alehoufe is not only a reputable, but 
an advantageous bufinefs, fome of them are 
not more cautious in preferving that order 
and good condudt which is the condition of 
their licences : above all, I would have them 
to avoid taking in pledges for drink; for if 
a man wants to raife money on any part of 
his property » let him go to a pawnbroker, 
whofe experience acquired in trade teaches 
him to know whether that is likely to be the 
man's property or not. It is likewife a dan- 
gerous thing for publicans to appear, in 
order to give charaders at the Old Bailey 
of men who ftand indidted for ca,pit£d: 
offences, mprely bccaufe they ufed their, 
houfes. In a word, as it muft ever be the 
interell of alehoufe-keepers to deteift rogues 
of all kinds, I hope their beft endeavours ta 
do it will never be wanting, and that when- 
ever 
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tvtr they are fent for on fuch occafions by 
magiftrates, they will always attend with 
chearfulnefs, and not put them to the dif- 
agreeable neceflity of ufing harflier means 
than a meffenger. Laftly, as to liable- 
keepers, and thofe who let horfes to hire, 
I dare fay they know that when a highway- 
man is taken upon their horfe, fuch horfe is 
forfeited to the captor ; whoever, therefore, 
lets a horfe to a ftranger, hazards the lofing 
that horfe for the fake of getting five (hil- 
lings. Moreover, I will tell them a fecret, 
which fome of them don't know, viz. the 
three highwaymen laft brought before me 
kept their horfes out feveral days, though 
they came themfelves to London every 
night, put up their horfes, and lay them- 
felves at an inn fome diftance from the 
owner's hbufe. Now if a highwayman were 
taken in this fituation, the horfe would be 
forfeited, as much as if he had,been appre- 
hended on the road j and it would be a very 
good caution to a ftable-keeper never to let 
a horfe to a man whom he does not know, 
unlefs he comeS recommended by fome per- 
fon of reputation, whom he does knows 
and upon all occafions to book the name ot 
the hirer, the road and diftance he is going, 
the day of the month he fets out, with the 
colour and marks of the horfe he rides ; 
and if a ftranger offers niiore than a common 

D price. 
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price, there is the more reafoh to fufped: his 
purpofe. 

Now the peculiar ufe that I would make 
of thefe three bodies of men, is as followsi. 
It is I fuppofe pretty generally known, that 
there is a daily paper called The Public 
Advertiser, fixt for the advertifing of 
robberies of all kinds : in that paper, there- 
fore, alehoufe-keepers will fee the defcrip- 
tions of the perfons of all highwaymen ; 
there, likewife, ftable-keepers will fee the 
exaft defcription of highwaymen's horfes, 
and of thofe horfes alfo that are ftolen 5 an4 
pawnbrokers v^ill th?re find an exa£t account 
of goods in general that are taken on the 
highway, and other ways ftolen. If there- 
fore thefe three fets of people would con- 
ftantly take in and read this paper, the firft 
would never harbour a rogue without his 
knowledge 5 the fecond would never furnifh 
a highwayman with a horfe, without know- 
ing it time enough to deted: him, and fave 
the horfe 3 and as to the latter, they have 
already found fo many advantages from this 
paper, as to. need no other recommendation, 
of it. 

Having nothing more to add to this plan> 
(if fo plain and trifling a thing deferv^s that; 
name) I think it \ypuld not be altogether 

un- 
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unneceflary to confider the obje<Sions that 
may be brought againft it; for objedtion^ 
there certainly are, which, if I do hot dif- 
cover myfelf, will, I am perfuaded, be foon 
pointed out by the ingenious criticks of this 
very critical age, at whofe trertiendous bar 1 
now prefume to appear : but in order to fave 
my judges fonie trouble, I will make.a fpe- 
cies of confeffioft, and by turning commen- 
tator on my own works, rob them of the 
. opportunity of abufing the public's 

Moji faithful^ 



And obedient bumble Servant^ 



John Fielding. 
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A few Criticifms on the above Pla?i. 

First Critic. 

npHI S I think might as well have been 
-*" called any thing elfe as a plan^ Indeed 
when I read Mr. Fielding's advcrtifement, 
I muft confefs Icxpedled to fee fome inge- 
nious performance ; but parturiunt montesy 
may very juftly be applied here, for this is 
the fimpleft and moft trifling thing I ever 
faw. 

Culprit. 

The more it partakes of fimplicity, the 
eafier I apprehend it will be executed ; 
and the more trifling it is, /• e. the lefs 
there is to do, there will be the more pro- 
bability 6f its being done, and the expence 
of its execution will be fo much the lefs. 
If therefore it fhould anfwer the purpofe as 
well near London, as it does in town, and 
in all probability it will do fo, for the fame 
caufes are very apt to produce the fame 
cfFefts, then will this firft critic be mifliaken. 

Second Critic 

Methinks I hear Mr. M^'Daniel fay, that 
this muft be a damn'd plan indeed, feeing 
it offers no reward. 

CUL- 
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Culprit. 
Then it offers no temptation for perjury. 

Third Critic. 

t fuppofe the author's intereft is much 
concerned in the fuccefs of the Public 
Advertiser, otherwife he would not re- 
Commend it fo ftrongly. 

Culprit. 

The author has no (hare in that paper^ 
though his brother had : but the true rea- 
fons for his pointing out this paper, are, 
ift, Becaufe many of the pawnbrokers, and 
a great number of alehoufe-keepers origi- 
nally agreed to take it in ; 2dly, Becaufe it 
is pretty well known to be the paper in 
which robberies in general, and moll ftolen 
goods, are advertifed ; and laftly, becaufe 
the managers of this paper conftantly pre- 
ferve a vacancy to the laft hour, in wder 
to infert any occurrence of public utility, 
and never refufe any advertifement of tob- 
beries that I fend,^ whether long or fhoft ; 
but rather leave out a trifling particular ad- 
vertifement, than run the hazard of flop- 
ping the progrefs of public juftice. On the 
other hand, I muft declare that I have fre- 
quently had advertifcments rcfufed, and 
others delayed^ by the proprietors of ano- 
ther 
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ther Advertlfer, though I have carried them 
myfelf, and aflured them of the neceflity of 
llich and. fuch circumftances being im- 
mediately made public. However, I muft 
defire that if any advantage either from this 
paper, or from ariy of my endeavours to 
lerve the public, fhould accrue to me, none 
would prefame to be pleafed at it, but 
thofe who think niy labour deferves en- 
couragement. 

Fourth CRfnc. 

Would not the raifing the hue and cry 
in the country, be a more effedlual method 
of apprehending thieves, as it has the 
fandtion of authority, than any private fub- 
icription whatever ? 

Culprit* 

At a greater diftance from London, T ac- 
knowledge it would, and verily believe that 
if the method of raifing hue and cry, toge- 
ther with the penalties upon peace-officers 
for the negledt of this important duty, was 
made uhiverfally known, by being publifhed 
in a fliort manner and clear light, once 
every month in all tl\e evening papers, for a 
year together, it would make this part of 
their office as ealy and familiar to them as 
any other whatever, and render it abfolutely 
hnpoffible for any villain in the country to 
5 efcapc 
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efcape juftjce ; but n^ar London I appre- 
hend it would lofe its effedt, not only from 
the vaft variety of paffengers on the road, 
mounted and dreffed alike ; but if they 
ftiould not fucceed before the rogue reaches 
London, fceking him there, by means of the 
hue and cry, would be fruitlefs indeed, TIiq 
different effedts of a hue and cry near town, 
and of the notice mentioned in my plan, 
was the other day proved, much ^to the ad- 
vantage of the latter ; for a gen.tleman in 
Eflex waSj a few weeks aga, robbed by a 
fingle highwayman within a mile of his 
owa houfe, and about ten miles from Lon- 
don ; upon which he went before a magi^ 
ftrate, made an information, and raifed the 
hue and cry, in defpite of which the high-^ 
wayman lay all night about fourteen miles 
diilant on the ftraight road, and returned to 
London the. next morning the fame way, 
without any molellation or hindrance what- 
ever : but the gentleman being more aftive 
than perfons generally are on fuch occafions, 
fent out his fervants, and having procured as 
exadt defcriptions of him and his horfe, and 
other circumftapces^ as he could, he brought 
them to Mr. Fielding, and in three hours 
time a plan was forn^ed from thofe circum^ 
ftances, whiqh made his efcape impolTible, 
and in about eight and forty hours he fell 
into the trap, and is now in fafe cuftody. 

Fifth 
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Fifth Critic. 

If thefe real thieftakers, as the author is 
pleafed to ftile them, are men of any repu- 
tation, why are not their names and places 
of abode publiflied, that their charafters 
may be inquired into, and the public not 
put to the neceffity of taking the author's 
bare word for the truth of his own af- 
fertiort ? 

Culprit. 

As the thieftakers arc extremely obnoxious 
to the common people, perhaps it might not 
be altogether politic to point them out to 
the mob ; and the lefs they are known, the 
better able they will always be to execute 
the purpofes of their inftitutron : befides, as 
they are annually increafcd by the difcharge 
of conftables, it might deter them from this 
ufeful office, by injuring them in their re- 
fpedtivc trades ; but as one of them lately 
loft his life in his duty, viz. by taking Burk 
and Gill, and is confequently out- of the 
reach of any farther injury, I (hall not con- 
ceal his name, as its being known may, in 
this generous kingdom, be of fome fervice 
to the two children he has left behind him. 
His name then was Hind, and his chief em- 
ployment that of deputy-governor of Tothill- 
fields Bridewell, where he farmed the tap* 
and labour of that prifon, and carried on a 

manu- 
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manufadlure of chopping rags for the making 
of paper, which made that Bridewell of 
great ufe in employing diforderly perfons 
committed thither, and prevented them from 
fpending their time in wickednefs and de- 
bauchery, the too common pradlice of pri- 
foners in other Bridewells in this kingdom. 
His having the care of a prifon, made him 
alfo very ufeful in relation to the difcovering 
of thieves ; for as moft highwaymen keep 
company with bad women, who generally 
fpend half the year in the Bridewells about 
town, they have often impeached their pa- 
ramours 5 and perfons committed for fmall 
offences, have every now and then been the 
means of deftroying gangs of houfebreakerS, 
ihoplifters, and ftreet-robbers. 

Laftly, If any perfon who is more likely 
to be an encourager, than the game of a 
thieftaker, has curiofity to know all their 
names and places of abode, Mr. Fielding 
will very readily communicate them, having 
no intention of concealing any thing that 
ought, for the good of the public, to be 
made known. 
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